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The 1990 edition of Black Is... con- 
tinues the tradition of the Boston 
Public Library’s celebration of 
Black History Month in February of 
each year. 

This selected list was compiled 
by Garland McLaughlin, South End 
Branch Library; Elaine McLean- 
James, Uphams Corner Branch 
Library; Suzanne Rickles, Mattapan 
Branch Library; Denice Thornhill, 
General Library, Young Adults 
Room; and Lois Henry, General 
Library, Reader and Information 
Services, Chairperson. 


*Also for Young Adults 


Black Is... Fiction 

BABY OF THE FAMILY 

Tina McElroy Ansa 

There is just a hint of magic in this 
story of the everyday life and ac- 
tivities of a family in a small 
Georgia town in the 1950s. 


BABY SWEET’S 

Raymond Andrews 

The final volume in a trilogy of 
Black life in the American South 
from 1900 through the 1960s. 


BLACK BABY 

Clare Boylan 

The story of the unlikely friendship 
between Alice, a lonely elderly 
spinster, and the young woman 
she calls Dinah. 


BLOOD RIGHTS 
Mike Phillips 
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Journalist Sam Dean is asked to 
locate a friend’s missing daughter 
and finds himself embroiled in kid- 
napping, blackmail and _ racial 
tensions. 


DISAPPEARING ACTS 

Terry McMillan 

What makes a relationship work, 
spoken in the alternating voices of 
the two participants. 


ECHO OF LIONS 

Barbara Chase-Riboud 

A novel about the mutiny on the 
early 19th century slave ship 
Amistad and the subsequent trial 
of the leader Cinque. 


HIGHER GROUND 

Cary! Phillips 

The dispossessed and abandoned 
of the world, as portrayed in the 
stories of an African slave, a 
prisoner in a Southern jail, and a 
Polish survivor of the Holocaust. 


LONG DISTANCE LIFE 

Marita Golden 

A family saga covering four genera- 
tions from the 1940s to the present. 


NO EASY PLACE TO BE 

Steven Corbin 

Chronicles the lives of three sisters 
in the Harlem Renaissance of the 
1920s. 


RAINBOW RHAPSODY 

Rick Borsten 

After nearly dying in an on-stage 
accident, superstar singer Rhap- 
sody Walker reevaluates his life. 


STREETS OF FIRE 

Thomas H. Cook 

Against the background of the 
1963 civil rights demonstrations in 
Birmingham, Alabama, a police 
detective investigates the murder 
of a young Black girl. 


THE TEMPLE OF MY FAMILIAR 
Alice Walker 

The author of the Pulitzer Prize- 
winning The Color Purple presents 
an epic novel of life and love. 


A VISITATION OF SPIRITS 
Randall Kenan 

A first novel about a four- 
generation family in present-day 
North Carolina. 


Black Is... Personalities 


AMERICA’S FIRST BLACK GENER- 
AL, BENJAMIN O. DAVIS, SR., 
1880-1970. 

Marvin E. Fletcher 

He fought against racial injustices 
of the U.S. Army and the Klan and 
set a good example for his son, the 
second Black U.S. general. 


ARTHUR ALFONSO SCHOM- 
BURG: Black Bibliophile and 
Collector 

Elinor Des Verney Sinnette 

A timely and important biography 
of the foremost collector of Black 
historical information. 


BAD INTENTIONS: The Mike 
Tyson Story 

Peter Heller 

The story of Mike Tyson, awesome 
destroyer in the boxing ring and 
troubled person in private life. 


BETWEEN YOU AND ME 

Pear! Bailey 

Priceless gems that are funny, in- 
spirational and uplifting. 


*BLOOD SEASON: Tyson and the 
World of Boxing 

Phil Berger 

The youngest man to hold the 
heavyweight title. 
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BOOKER T. WASHINGTON IN 
PERSPECTIVE 

Louis R. Harlan 

A rich, intensive study of the com- 
plex educator and leader. 


BUNK JOHNSON: His Life and 
Times 

Christopher Hillman 

A revealing account of the life of 
one of jazz’s founding fathers and 
controversial figures. 


CHARLES RICHARD DREW: The 
Man and the Myth 

Charles E. Wynes 

America’s most outstanding 
clinical scientist is spotlighted to- 
gether with the bitter battle he 
waged against racial discrimina- 
tion. 


COLEMAN YOUNG AND 
DETROIT POLITICS 

Wilbur C. Rich 

A colorful account of Mayor Young 
and the political power he wields. 


CRASH: The Life and Times of 


Dick Allen 

Dick Allen 

Allen tells his side of a troubled 
baseball career. 


A DEATH IN THE DELTA: The 
Story of Emmett Till 

Stephen J. Whitfield 

A grisly murder caused by the 
paranoia of Southern white 
supremacists. 


*DIZZY GILLESPIE 

Barry McRae 

One of jazz’s major figures in 
words and pictures. 


DON BAYLOR 

Don Baylor 

A frank look behind the scenes of 
baseball by one of the greats. 


*EXTRAORDINARY BLACK 


AMERICANS FROM COLONIAL 
TO CONTEMPORARY TIMES 
Susan Altman 

Eight short, illustrated biographical 
sketches of Black Americans. 


*FATS WALLER 

Alyn Shipton 

The dignity, talent, and musical ac- 
complishments of Fats Waller are 
set forth here. 


FIRE AND FEAR: The Inside Story 
of Mike Tyson 

Jose Torres 

An in-depth story of the youngest 
and one of the most destructive 
heavyweight champions. 


FREDERICK DOUGLASS AND 
THE FIGHT FOR FREEDOM 
Douglas T. Miller 

Proud, self-educated, Douglass 
was a champion of his people and 
an advocate of freed slaves and 
women’s rights. 


THE HARLEM FOX: J. Raymond 
Jones and Tammany, 1920-1970. 
John C. Walter 

He rose through the ranks of the 
Democratic Party to influence 
other political leaders. 


HE INCLUDED ME: The 
Autobiography of Sarah Rice 
Sarah Rice 

Rice speaks warmly of her hard life 
as a Black woman in rural 
America. 


THE JACKSON PHENOMENON: 
The Man, the Power, the Message 
Elizabeth O. Colton 

The former press secretary to the 
presidential candidate desribes one 
of America’s most fascinating men. 


JAMES BALDWIN: Artist on Fire 
W. J. Weatherby 
A portrait of the artist and the man. 
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JAZZ CLEOPATRA: Josephine 
Baker in Her Time 

Phyllis Rose 

The singer’s life: from poverty to 
stardom in Europe. 


JAZZ FROM THE BEGINNING 
Garvin Bushell as told to Mark 
Tucker 

The memoirs of jazz instrumen- 
talist Garvin Bushell and his seven- 
ty years of musical history. 


*KAFFIR BOY IN AMERICA 
Mark Mathabane 

As a unique witness of our time, 
Mathabane continues to explore 
the contradictions of life in the 
United States. 


A LIFE IN THE STRUGGLE: Ivory 
Perry and the Culture of 
Opposition 

George Lipsitz 

Although not a well known activist 
leader, Ivory Perry participated in 
the confrontations and movements 
that were essential for political and 
social change. 


THE LIFE OF LANGSTON 
HUGHES-Vol. II, 1941-67 
Arnold Rampersad 

The second volume in a biography 
of one of America’s most talented 
Black writers. 


THE LIVES OF JEAN TOOMER 
Cynthia E. Kerman 

The writer’s life unfolds in this 
fascinating biography. 


MAGIC’S TOUCH 

Earvin ‘Magic’ Johnson 

A book dedicated to the fine art of 
playing basketball with plenty of 
pictures and points on exercising. 


*MAGGIE’S AMERICAN DREAM: 
The Life and Times of a Black 
Family 


James P. Comer 

The history of three generations is 
presented in the oral tradition of 
the family. 


*MAJOR TAYLOR: The Extraor- 
dinary Career of a Champion 
Bicycle Racer 

Andrew Ritchie 

Fresh insight into the life of ‘‘the 
fastest man on earth.” 


MARIA W. STEWART: America’s 
First Black Woman Political 
Writer 

Marilyn Richardson, editor 

A well-documented account of 
Maria Stewart, the first American 
woman to lecture in public on 
political subjects. 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.: 
Apostle of Militant Nonviolence 
James A. Colaiaco 

A comprehensive biography of the 
nonviolent civil rights leader. 


MILES: The Autobiography 
Miles Davis 

A remarkable book that probes 
deep into the life of an outstanding 
musician. 


*ONCE UPON A TIME WHEN 
WE WERE COLORED 

Clifton Taulbert 

The closeness of the extended 
family is warmly expressed in a 
memoir of the author’s youth in 
Mississippi. 

OUT OF BOUNDS 

Jim Brown and Steve Delsohn 
Sex, drugs, and football...Brown 
tells all. 


PAUL ROBESON 

Martin B. Duberman 

An in-depth biography of an 
outstanding and multi-talented in- 
dividual. 
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*PAYTON 

Mark Sufrin 

A good role model for young peo- 
ple, he rose to meet every 


challenge on and off the football 
field. 


NEVER TOO YOUNG TO DIE: 
The Death of Len Bias 

Lewis Cole 

From University of Maryland 
superstar to a first round draft pick 
in the NBA, the story of a ghetto 
child’s rise to stardom, then death 
by illegal drugs. 


THE POWER IN YOU 
Wally ““Famous’’ Amos 
The Cookie King reveals the secret 
ingredients of fame and success. 


*RASHAD: Vikes, Mikes, and 
Something on the Backside 
Ahmad Rashad 

The inspiring story of his shift from 
the football field to the TV booth. 


THE REST OF THE DREAM: The 
Black Odyssey of Layman Johnson 
Wade Hall, editor 

He was a forerunner of desegrega- 
tion whose principles guided the 
fight for justice. 


SATCHMO 

Gary Giddins 

He was the world’s most influen- 
tial entertainer and first truly 
liberated Black man. 


SERENITY: A Boxing Memoir 
Ralph Wiley 

Explore the violent serene lives of 
famous Black boxers. 


SUCCEEDING AGAINST THE 
ODDS 

John H. Johnson 

He rose from poverty to become 
one of Forbes 400 wealthiest 
Americans. 


*SWEET SUMMER: Growing Up 
With and Without My Dad 
Bebe Moore Campbell 

Not a victim of divorce, Bebe 
celebrates the diversity of life in 
two cultures. 


WHY ME? The Sammy Davis, Jr. 
Story 

Sammy Davis, Jr. 

He is afraid of growing old and los- 
ing his popular appeal, but he can 
look back with pride on_ his 
achievements. 


Black Is... 
Black Expressions 


BLACK MUSICAL THEATRE: From 
Coontown to Dreamgirls 

Allen Woll 

A detailed history. 


CARIBBEAN COOKING 
John DeMers 
Spicy and delicious. 


*FENCES 

August Wilson 

Winner of the 1987 Pulitzer Prize 
for Drama depicts domestic and 
social clashes in a family in the 
1950s. 


THE FLIP SIDE OF SOUL: Letters 
to My Son 

Bob Teague 

A TV newscaster continues his 
words of wisdom and advice to the 
next generation. 


HAPPY IN THE SERVICE OF THE 
LORD 

Kip Lornell 

Afro-American Gospel quartets in 
Memphis, Tennessee. 
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AN ILLUSTRATED BIO-BIBLIO- 
GRAPHY OF BLACK PHOTO- 
GRAPHERS, 1940-1988. 
Deborah Willis-Thomas 
Photographic documentation of 
the Black experience. 


*JOE TURNER’S COME AND 
GONE 

August Wilson 

Loomis’s search for his wife 
disrupts and unsettles a Pittsburgh 
boardinghouse. 


NEW AND COLLECTED POEMS 
Ishmael Reed 
A strong Black voice. 


THE SPIRIT IN THE STONE 
Paul J. Karlstrom 

The visionary art of James W. 
Washington, Jr. 


RICHARD DURHAM’S DESTINA- 
TION FREEDOM 

]. Fred MacDonald, editor 
Scripts from radio’s Black legacy, 
1948-50. 


*TOTEM VOICES 

Paul Carter Harrison, editor 
Plays from the Black world 
repertory. 


Black is... International 


Scene 


INSIDE APARTHEID: One 
Woman’s Struggle in South Africa 
Janet Levine 

Daughter of privilege, fierce oppo- 
nent of racism, but an expatriate 
who sees little hope for a safe, sane 
solution to apartheid. 


SOPHIATOWN: Coming of Age in 
South Africa 
Don Mattera 


A coloured poet recalls his political 
evolution into a Black radical. 


SOWETO, MY LOVE 
Molapatene Collins Ramusi and 
Ruth S. Turner 

An associate of Nelson Mandela 
tells of Black as well as white op- 
position to progress. 


Black Is... History & 
Contemporary Issues 


AND THE WALLS CAME TUM- 
BLING DOWN 

Ralph David Abernathy 

An autobiographical account of the 
birth and struggles of the Civil 
Rights movement. 


BLACK DANCE 
Lynne Fauley Emery 
A history from 1619 to the present. 


BLACK LIVES, WHITE LIVES 
Bob Blauner 

Three decades of race relations in 
America. 


BLACKFRAMES 

Edited by Mbye B. Cham and 
Claire Andrade-Watkins 

Critical perspectives on Black in- 
dependent cinema. 


BULLWHIP DAYS: The Slaves 
Remember 

Edited by James Mellon 

Oral histories of former slaves. 


DARK JOURNEY 

Neil R. McMillen 

Black Mississippians in the age of 
Jim Crow. 


FAREWELL—WE’RE GOOD AND 
GONE 

Carole Marks 

The great Black migration. 
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FROM CASTE TO A MINORITY 
Vernon J. Williams, Jr. 
Changing attitudes of American 
sociologists toward  Afro- 
Americans, 1896-1945. 


A HARD ROAD TO GLORY 
Arthur R. Ashe, Jr. 

A history of the African-American 
athlete, 1619-1918. 


| DREAM A WORLD 

Brian Lanker 

Portraits of Black women who 
changed America. 


*LAYING DOWN THE LAW 
Joe Clark with Joe Picard 

Joe Clark’s strategy for saving our 
schools. 


LOVE AND MARRIAGE 

Bill Cosby 

Laughter and tears by a master of 
human comedy. 


- MURKIN CONSPIRACY: An In- 


vestigation into the Assassination 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Philip H. Melanson 

An assassination theory. 


THE PORT CHICAGO MUTINY 
Robert L. Allen 

The largest mutiny trial in U.S. 
Naval history. 


“RACIAL MATTERS” 

Kenneth O’Reilly 

The FBI’s secret file on Black 
America, 1960-1972. 


*REPEAL OF THE BLUES 

Alan Pomerance 

The desegregation of Blacks in the 
American entertainment world. 


UNHOLY ALLIANCES 

Mike Taibbi and Anna_ Sims- 
Phillips 

The Tawana Brawley story. 


Black Classics 


ANOTHER COUNTRY 
James Baldwin 


*THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF 
MALCOLM X 

With the assistance of Alex 
Haley. 


*THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF 
MISS JANE PITTMAN 
Ernest Gaines 


*BEFORE THE MAYFLOWER: A 
HISTORY OF BLACK AMERICA 
Lerone Bennett 


BLACK MOSES 
Edmund David Cronon 


*BLACK VOICES: AN AN- 
THOLOGY OF AFRO- 
AMERICAN LITERATURE 
Abraham Chapman , ed. 


BLACK WOMEN IN WHITE 
AMERICA; A DOCUMENTARY 
HISTORY 

Gerda Lerner 


*BLACK-EYED SUSANS: 
CLASSIC STORIES BY AND 
ABOUT BLACK WOMEN 
Mary Helen Washington, ed. 


THE FIRE NEXT TIME 
James Baldwin 


*1 KNOW WHY THE CAGED 
BIRD SINGS 
Maya Angelou 


*INVISIBLE MAN 
Ralph Ellison 


THE MAN WHO CRIED I AM 
John A. Williams 


*MANCHILD IN THE PROM- 
ISED LAND 
Claude Brown 


*MIDNIGHT BIRDS: STORIES 
BY CONTEMPORARY BLACK 
WOMEN WRITERS 

Mary Helen Washington, ed. 


*NATIVE SON 
Richard Wright 


*A RAISIN IN THE SUN 
Lorraine Hansberry 


*ROOTS 
Alex Haley 


SONG OF SOLOMON 
Toni Morrison 


THE SOULS OF BLACK FOLK 
William E. B. DuBois 


*STRIDE TOWARD FREEDOM 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 


*THINGS FALL APART 
Chinua Achebe 


*TO BE YOUNG, GIFTED, 
AND BLACK 
Lorraine Hansberry 


*UP FROM SLAVERY 
Booker T. Washington 


THE WRETCHED OF THE 
EARTH 
Frantz Fanon 
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